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I ask is that you give me these eight years of happiness before
you make your choice of your life's mate among the many noble
families that are eager to have you. That would not be too late.
When the time comes I shall abandon this world and take up the
cloth. If I could but have this wish I shall live without regret the
rest of my days."
Yi was so moved that he could not restrain his tears. "I shall never
forget my oath to the end of my life," he assured her. "How
could I have such thoughts of betrayal as you have just imputed
to me when it is my firm belief that love like ours cannot end
with this life? I implore you to admit no doubt but to wait for
me and be confident that our separation will not be a long one.
For as soon as I am settled down at Chenghsien I shall send for
you. That should not be later than the eighth month at the latest."
A few days afterwards Yi took leave of Hsiaoyii and journeyed
east to his post. Some ten days later he secured leave to visit his
parents at the eastern capital. There he found that his mother had
made an engagement for him to marry Lu-shih, one of his cousins.
As his mother was a strict and resolute woman, Yi did not dare
to voice his opposition but went meekly to the Lu family and
carried out the confirmation rites.
Now the Lu family was a great one and had been accustomed
to receive large sums as betrothal presents. As Yi's family was poor,
it became necessary for him to extend his leave so that he could
visit his friends and relations far and wide in order to borrow
the money required. This took him across the Kiang and the Huai
and into the following summer. Because he was ashamed of his
betrayal of Hsiaoyii, he sent no message whatever and, further-
more, enjoined their mutual friends and acquaintances not to di-
vulge to her his movements.
On her part Hsiaoyii made diligent inquiries but in return she
received only falsehoods and evasions. She consulted fortune tellers
and called in mediums of all sorts, but it was all in vain and after
more than a year of sorrow and anxiety she fell into a long, linger-
ing illness. For though Yi's messages had been entirely cut off, her
hope and longing never changed. The expenses she incurred in